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Romesh Dutt may not have attained the heights of
Bankim Chunder, his predecessor, or Sarat Chandra Chatter-
jee, his successor in the twentieth century as a novelist
Nevertheless, his contribution to Bengali literature at a
formative stage of the language was substantial and helped
the process of development of Bengali to reach the stage
when outstanding masters like Rabindranath, Sarat Chandra
and a number of other less widely known but notable men
ot literary genius could by their contributions raise Bengali
literature to world rank.
Another outstanding contribution that Romesh Dutt
made to Bengali literature was his translation of the
Rig Veda. This work, which was completed in 1885, how-
ever, falls within a different sphere of his literary activity.
Along with his works in English on the translation of the
Epics, his Lays of Ancient India and in fact with his
historical work History of Civilisation of Ancient India,
the translation of the Rig Veda into Bengali was the result
of his erudition and his researches in India's antiquity, and
represented his attempt to bring to the present generations
of Indians the glories of their ancient, historical heritage.
Romesh Dutt was no blind believer in antiquity; he was
no revivalist; and yet he had the historian's sense of con-
tinuity, and he believed that the present has its roots in
the past. In his social life he had broken with numerous
dogmas and traditions which had grown round Hindu reli-
gion and Hindu social life during the middle ages, and yet
true to the spirit of Indian, renaissance he sought inspira-
tion for his non-conformist views partly from the dictates
of reason and partly from the thoughts, beliefs and prac-
tices of ancient India which were themselves born out of
reason and undiluted by later accretions. Romesh, Dutt
did not preach unquestioned adherence to the past, even

